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1 Introduction 

1.1 The purpose of this statement is to set out: 

a) the Council’s determination as to whether a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) is required for the Odiham and North Warnborough 
Neighbourhood Plan, and the reasons for that determination, and  

b) the Council’s position regarding Habitat Regulations Assessment 
(HRA). 

1.2 In summary, the Council has determined that: 

a) SEA is not required for the Odiham and North Warnborough 
Neighbourhood Plan, 

b) that following an HRA, including an appropriate assessment of Policy 2, 
no likely significant effects will arise on any European sites, either alone 
or in combination with other plans or projects.  

2 Strategic Environment Assessment 

2.1 SEA is a systematic process undertaken to evaluate the likely significant 
environmental effects of an emerging plan and reasonable alternatives. The 
requirement for SEA in England was introduced through the Environmental 
Assessment of Plans and Programmes (‘SEA’) Regulations (2004), which 
were prepared in order to transpose the EU SEA Directive (2001). 

2.2 One of the ‘Basic Conditions’ that a neighbourhood plan is tested against is 
compatibility with European Union obligations, including obligations under 
the SEA Directive. Neighbourhood plans only require SEA where they are 
likely to lead to significant environmental effects. To decide whether a 
proposed Neighbourhood Plan is likely to lead to significant environmental 
effects, it should be screened having regard to the criteria set out in Annex 
2 of the SEA Directive, which is transposed into the SEA Regulations as 
Schedule 1.  



2.3 In essence, screening involves exploring potential cause-effect 
relationships between the plan and the environmental baseline.  

2.4 Where it is determined that a neighbourhood plan is likely to have a 
significant effect on the environment, an SEA process is required. Where it 
is determined that the neighbourhood plan does not require SEA, a 
statement of reasons should be prepared and submitted alongside the plan. 

2.5 A SEA screening report prepared by AECOM on behalf of Hart District 
Council concluded as follows: 

5. Screening opinion  

5.1 The screening assessment presented in Section 4 
concludes there is there is no potential for significant 
effects in most respects, essentially because the allocation 
of land for development is outside the scope of the 
updating process. This is in the context of guidance 
emphasising the question of whether a neighbourhood 
plan “allocates sites for development” as a key screening 
factor.  

5.2  However, Table 4.1 records an ‘uncertain’ conclusion in 
respect of biodiversity. This is because the plan deals with 
mitigating recreational pressure on the Thames Basin 
Heaths SPA, which automatically triggers a need for the 
Appropriate Assessment (AA) stage of Habitats 
Regulations Assessment (HRA) and, where AA is required 
it can be suggested that there is an automatic requirement 
for SEA, on the basis of Regulation 5(3) of the 
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 
(SEA) Regulations 2004. In practice though, the AA has 
been completed and concluded no potential for significant 
adverse effects on the SPA, hence it is suggested that 
SEA is not triggered.  

5.3  For these reasons, it is considered that SEA is not 
required. 

2.6 The relevant statutory bodies (Natural England, Historic England and the 
Environment Agency) were consulted for five weeks on the SEA 
Screening Report.  

2.7 Natural England agree that an SEA is not required – see response at 
Appendix 1 of this statement (first email dated 28/3/2024). 

2.8 Historic England also agree that an SEA is not required - see response at 
Appendix 2. 

2.9 The Environment Agency did not respond before the end of the SEA/HRA 
consultation period. They were prompted for response and given 
additional time, but no response was received.  

2.9 Based on the screening report and the response from Natural England 
and Historic England, Hart District Council, as the responsible authority, 
has determined that no SEA is required.  



3 Habitat Regulations Assessment 

3.1 Much of Hart District is affected by the Thames Basin Heaths Special 
Protection Area (SPA). Under the Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2017 as amended a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
has therefore been undertaken to test if the Odiham and North 
Warnborough Neighbourhood Plan Update could significantly harm the 
designated features of the SPA. 

3.2 The HRA was carried out by AECOM on behalf of the Council.  This found 
there was no potential for significant adverse effect on the SPA except in 
the case of Policy 2 Housing Development Sites. Policy 2 was therefore 
‘screened-in’ for an appropriate assessment (AA).  

3.3 AECOM completed the AA for Policy 2 taking the proposed mitigation 
measures set out in the plan into account.  

3.4 The Council consulted Natural England on the HRA/AA. The AA relating 
to Policy 2 was amended in light of NE’s feedback (NE’s responses are at 
Appendix 1 to this document).  

3.5 The Council concurs with the findings of the HRA/AA, as modified in light 
of Natural England’s consultation responses, and that with the 
consequential changes made to the plan there is no potential for 
significant adverse effects on the SPA.    












